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eleven, when, hearing the other children in the streets, we
all ran away without taking leave. Although Pestalozzi
objected on principle to corporal punishment, he gave us
every now and then boxes on the ear right and left The
children teased him very much. I pitied him and kept
quiet, so that he was very kind to me. The first time I
came into Pestalozzi's school he kissed me and greeted me
with heartiness, then he showed me a place, and did not
speak to me any more the whole forenoon, but went on
talking continually without stopping. As I understood
nothing of it at all except "Ape," "Ape " at the end of each
sentence, and as Pestalozzi was very ugly in appearance,
with no necktie, without a coat, in long shirt sleeves which
hung down over his loosely waving arms and hands as
he ran about like a madman in the room, I felt really
terrified, and I could easily have believed that he was
himself an ape. And I was so much the more afraid of
him in the first days because he had given me a kiss on
my arrival with his strong prickly beard, the first that to
my knowledge I had ever received in my life.' Nothing
could exceed the devotion of Ramsauer to his master.
This picture has been given not as a set-off against
Pestalozzr's gifts as a teacfier, but as a living portrait of
the man, and as an argument that great effects may be
produced by love and insight even when accompanied
by remarkable eccentricity of manner.
In 1802 Pestalozzi was chosen to go to Paris as a
deputy to meet the First Consul Napoleon. He was
treated by him with indifference, and did not succeed in
interesting him in his schemes. On his return he was
established by the government of Bern at .the monastery
of Buchsee, but when that was placed under the direction
of Fellenberg he left it and went to Yverdun, where he
established an European reputation. This little town

